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How can you know a place? Historian and naturalist Jack Nisbet—author of Sources of the River: Tracking
David Thompson Across Western North America—looks to the relics of a region to connect the present
moment to the distant past. In the vast Western territory defined by the Columbia River, Nisbet tracks the
stories and meaning of relics such as a trilobite fossil that points to a tropical prehistoric ecology; the nearly
extinct California condor, once the largest thing in the skies, described with amazement by Meriwether
Lewis; the indelible stain of the smallpox pandemic that overcame the native peoples of the West; a rare and
socially potent strain of indigenous wild tobacco that reveals the presence of vestigial Indian practices; and
the remains of one Jaco Finlay, a mixed-blood trapper and scout who seems to have been everywhere in the
region two hundred years ago. All of these relics are the visible bones that show how past is present in the
Columbia River Country. Together the stories these bones tell lays out a wholly original, hybrid history that
connects nature with human endeavor, geography with the passage of time—all contribute to the biography
of a place. The arrow of time travels in one direction, and this is usually how history is told: beginning to
end. But Jack Nisbet is up to something else: journeys across time through a place, knitting past to present
and back again to assemble a portrait of the land that marked the culmination of Lewis & Clark’s expedition,
that saw the sad end of the Indian Wars with the flight of Chief Joseph, that has offered up fossil proof of
mammoth species long extinct. In this western territory, the storied past is much in evidence.
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From reader reviews:

Janice Perry:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive now,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this Visible Bones:
Journeys Across Time in the Columbia River Country book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because
this book is greater than just a book.

Mattie Regan:

The publication with title Visible Bones: Journeys Across Time in the Columbia River Country has lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new
information the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you within new
era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that anywhere
you want.

Ann Strickland:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled Visible
Bones: Journeys Across Time in the Columbia River Country your thoughts will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation that
maybe you never get previous to. The Visible Bones: Journeys Across Time in the Columbia River Country
giving you an additional experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful info for your
better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind is going
to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Ruth Davis:

You will get this Visible Bones: Journeys Across Time in the Columbia River Country by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve issue if you get difficulties to your
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this
book by means of e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking of your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to
choose proper ways for you.
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